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WHAT’S GOING 
ON? 15 THAT 
SHOOTING? 
WHAT’S ANDREA 
DOING? 


PATRICIA 
15 WATCHING 
ТНЕМ--ТНЕУ’ЮЕ 
М тне сум. т 
НАО ТО РЕЕ 50 


[ 


GO GET THE KIDS... 
TAKE PATRICIA WITH 
YOU. GET SOME FOOD, 


THESE PEOPLE 
DON’T KNOW HOW 
MANY OF US THERE 

ARE. YOU NEED 
ТО GO-- 


ENOUGH FOR A WEEK 
OR TWO FOR ALL OF 
\ YOU... LOAD UP ONE TAKE THE 
OF THE BOOK CARTS FOOD, LOCK 
FROM THE YOURSELVES IN 
LIBRARY. А ВАТНКООМ-- 
4 ONE IN THE LOWER 
LEVELS, YOU'LL 
HAVE WATER. HIDE 
IN THERE--IF YOU 
HEAR ANYTHING, 
DON’T COME 
OUT. 


I’LL BE CAREFUL. 
EVERYTHING WILL BE 
FINE. JUST HIDE. I 
CAN'T GO WITH YOU-- 
THEY KNOW ME--THEY’LL 
LOOK FOR ME. ም THEY 


RICK, YOU CAN’T-- 
YOU'VE GOT TO 
COME WITH МЕ! 
DON’T LEAVE 
ME--PLEASE. 


GET THOSE FENCES 
DOWN IT’S ALL OVER-- 
HIDE FOR A BIT AND 
THEN MAKE A 
RUN FOR IT. 


ТО ANYONE INSIDE LEFT ALIVE-- 
THIS IS YOUR LAST CHANCE TO 
MAKE IT OUT OF THIS WITH 
YOUR LIVES. I WILL NOT MAKE 
A SECOND OFFER. 


YOU HAVE 
KILLED AND МАМЕО 
LIS--AND NOW YOU HIDE 
BEHIND YOUR FENCES, 
BUT YOUR TIME IS OVER. 

WE WILL SHOW YOU 
MERCY BUT ONLY 
UNDER ONE 
CONDITION. 


OPEN 
THE INNER MOST 
GATE. GATHER UP 
ALL YOLIR WEAPONS, 
ALL GUNS, ALL AMMO, 
ANY KNIVES, WHATEVER 
OU HAVE--THE RIOT ТЕЁ ਹੈ AATE 
GEAR, EVERYTHING. усш то CLOSE THE 
PILE IT UP IN FRONT GATE, LOCK IT AND 
ОҒ THE INNER WAIT WHILE WE 
MOST GATE. CLEAR AWAY THE 
BITERS. WE DON’T 
HAVE TO KILL 
EACH OTHER... 
THERE’S STILL A 
CHANCE WE 
CAN WORK 
TOGETHER. 


THIS IS 
YOUR LAST 
CHANCE. 
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MOTHER 
FUCKERS. 


FUCKING, г 
HELMET// 
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NOW WE’RE 
COOKING... 


WELL?! YOU 
WANT A, 
MEDAL? KILL ALL 


THOSE FUCKING 
BITERS BEFORE 
THEY GET OVER 
HERE TO 
US. 


WHAT DO YOU 
PROPOSE? 


WE'VE GOT А መሃ WE DON'T THESE PEOPLE ARE 
PROBLEM 2“ | HAVE THE TERRIBLE SHOTS. ANY 
AMMO FOR  8]፲ፎፎ5 THEY KILL АТ 
THIS. THIS RANGE IS SHEER 


CAN'T 
WE JUST 


LUCK. WE'RE DRILLING DRIVE THE 
DOZENS OF BULLETS TANK OVER 
INTO THEIR BODIES THE 


AND THAT AN'T 
DOING SHIT. 
WE COULD 


BE HERE ALL 
DAY DOING THIS... 
AND IT COULD 
COST US TOO 


FENCES? 


DUMBASS-- 
WHAT USE 15 
THIS PLACE 
WITHOUT THE 
FENCES?! 


THEY ጋ SHOULD 
STOPPED. WE STAY 


DOWN? WHAT 
DO WE ро? 
са 
уже | 


STAY DOWN. 
CRAWL CLOSE-- 
WE GOTTA 
WORK THIS 
OUT. 


SHE STOPPED 
FIRING--SHE 
STOPPED. 


KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED-- 
ANDREA COULD 
BE FINE. WE 
САМТ DWELL 

ON THAT. 


THEY STOPPED 
FIRING... WHAT 
SHOULD WE 


WE SHOULD 
RUN?! WE GOTTA 
MAKE A RUN FOR IT. 
THEY DON’T HAVE 


THEY 
COULD HAVE 
PLANNED FOR 
THAT. WE’RE 
SAFEST HERE. 
WE’RE NOT 
GOING 
ANYWHERE. 


Т МЕЕО ТО СЕТ 
ОМ THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THAT 

FENCE. 


І CAN'T YOU LEAVE 
DO SHIT IN HERE--GO ON 

HERE--BUT OUT THE OTHER SIDE ሩ 

THERE, WITH THEM, OF THOSE FENCES-- 
AND YOU DIE/ 

FRANKLY, WE NEED 

YOU TOO MUCH NOW. 

WE NEED TO DECIDE 
RIGHT NOW THAT 
WE’RE GOING TO 

WORK TOGETHER-- 

OR WE’RE ALL 


HE’S RIGHT, GIRL. 
WE NEED YOU IN 
HERE--THIS AIN’T 
NO TIME FOR 

SUICIDE 
MISSIONS. 


WE’RE 

FUCKED HERE, 
YOU FOLLOW 
MEP! 


EVERYONE JUST 

CALM DOWN. WE 

NEED TO FIGURE 
THINGS OUT BEFORE 
THEY ATTACK 
AGAIN. 


MAGGIE, Т 
THINK YOU SHOULD 
GO INSIDE--FIND 
ALICE SO SHE CAN 
CHECK ON ANDREA... 
WE NEED TO MAKE 
SURE SHE’S-- 


WHAT 15 
ТНАТФ/ 


WE NEED 
SOMEONE UP 
MIN THAT TOWER 
ጠሽ OPPOSITE ANDREA 
ውጫ WE NEED MORE 
FIREPOWER UP 
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І КМОМ ТНЕ ТАМК САМТ IT TOOK JARED FIVE 
SHOOT THROUGH THE MONTHS TO LEARN TO 
FENCES--BUT WHAT IF WE DRIVE THAT TANK. WE 
TRIED TO SHOOT OVER Š | NEVER СОТ AROUND то 
THEM? THAT COULD FIGURING OUT HOW 
TO LOAD AND 
SHOOT IT. 


IT’S MORE 
2 OR LESS JUST 


FOR SHOW-- 
REALLY JUST 
THERE TO THIN 
THE HERD TO A 
MANAGEABLE 
LEVEL FOR THE 
PIED PIPER. 
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ОКАУ, ТНЕ АКЕА 
IS CLEAR ENOUGH-- 
SHOOT THEM. 
FUCKING SHOOT 
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WE GOTTA 
GET INSIDE! 


THERE’S 
NO PLACE 
FOR COVER 


WE'VE СОТ ү СЕТ ል COUPLE 
THEM PINNED KILLS UNDER ОПЕ 
DOWN, NOW! BELTS AND THEN 

LET’S SEE IF 
THEY'RE READY ТО 
SURRENDER. 


(WE. 
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МЕ НАМЕ TO 
MAKE IT INSIDE 
WHILE THEY'RE 
DISTRACTED-- 
IT’S OUR ONLY 
CHANCE! 


THIS MUCH 
ВЕРОКЕ. 


WE ONLY NEED А РЕМ 
OF YOU SHOOTING UP 


THERE TO KILL THAT 
THE PEOPLE 


PRICK! 
ARE MAKING A 


BREAK FOR THE 
ISON. 
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FIND COVER! 
THEY'RE 
RETURNING 
FIRE! 


SHIT! „NIE, 
OF THAT EVIL 
FUCK) 


GUESS 

I’LL HAVE 

TO SETTLE 
R 


SHE'S ኣኒ: WE МОНТ 
ALIVE, 


FUCK. WE’RE 
LOSING TOO 


THIS ISN’T 


FUCKING ISN'T 
WORKING/ 


WE NEED TO 
REGROUP! 


WHAT 
THE 
HELL--?/ 


JUST 
GET IN THE 
FUCKING 
TRUCK)! 


on 
а б лее. 
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МО, ТНЕУ ВЕ BACK-- THEY PROBABLY WEREN'T 
AND THE FIRST THING PREPARED FOR US T 
THEY’LL DO 15 SHOOT FIGHT BACK AT ALL 
THE TOWERS WITH THEY'LL BE READY 
THAT FUCKING NEXT TIME. 
TANK. 
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ARE YOL CRAZY? THIS 
FENCE IS THE ONLY THING 
THAT SAVED US TODAY-- 
WE GO AFTER THEM 
AND WE’RE DONE. 


WE NEED TO GET 
IN THE RV AND 
FOLLOW THEM--WE 
NEED TO ATTACK 
NOW--WHILE THEY’RE 
NOT EXPECTING 
IT. 


THEY STILL 
OUTNUMBER US-- 


IF WE 
LOADED UP 
EVERYTHING WE 
GOT FROM THE 
DEPOT--TOOK THE 

TRUCK AND THE 
RV... MAYBE 
THE PRISON 


KNOW, GUYS... 
MAYBE SHE’S 


HOW TO LOAD 
AND FIRE IT? 


bY THAT 
ч DAMN THING 
= WAS JUST 


№. ਇ ` FOR SHOW. 


OKAY--IS EVERYONE 
ALL RIGHT? WITH 
THE SHOOTING--L 
COLILDN'T МАКЕ IT 
ОШТ HERE, WHO 
NEEDS HELP?! 


THIS 


ОМЕ 3 OKAY-- 
МОТ ОМЕ 
НОГЕ. 
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Welcome! 


Here it is! The Governor’s vicious attacks against our 
survivors! But these letters have nothing to do with that! 


- Sina Grace 


Here we are at issue 44. This one kicks off the whole “NO 
ONE IS SAFE” arc of the book that'll be bringing us through 
issue 48. Big stuff is planned. The book will be drastically 
different here in a few months, you watch. 


That’s about all I want to say on the matter, other than get 
ready for the shit to hit the fan (much more than it already 
has). 


Now let’s answer some mail! 
Dear Mr. Kirkman, 


Well this will be my second letter I have written, the last one was 
a tad more serious, about the whole michonne thing... this one is 


Do you have any idea how you ruin peoples lives? I have been an 
avid reader since TWD issue #1...which may I say is a gateway 
At first I thought I could control it....but quickly became 


Wait... did you send this to the wrong address? 


used to be such a beautiful 28 year old woman, cute face 
and a great figure, I had friends, I had fun, I had a better 
relationship.....now, well now I have bags under my eyes from 
aying in bed wondering what happens, I have turned into a 
comic book dork (I mean hell I even have a reserve box), and 
my boyfriend is sick of seeing me dress up as Atom Eve in the 
bedroom I get the shakes and sweats.....I have lost more 
weight.....I know my dealer Бу his first name and I call him 
regularly! 


You created this monster I have become and you need to fix 

well you and that walker fellow... I had no idea this would 
happen when I picked up the first trade.... but then I rushed 
back to my dealer and pulled trades 2-8 off the shelf like it was 
crack 


Then he threatened to cut me off, and recommended that they 
might have treatment for this.....well guess what they don’t.... so 
now I have one more comic to pick up.....but it is still not enough I 
already have to wait patiently for each walking dead issue, but now 
his has just put me over the edge.....god I should be spending 
hundreds of dollars on new shoes or clothes like every other 
normal female....but no instead I buy hundreds and hundreds of 
dollars on the likes of you 


think people like you and Ellis, Bendis, and Brubaker, Ennis, and 
he whole lot of you should be ashamed at what a mess you make 
of peoples lives.....not to mention the fact that the artists (Adlard, 
Ottlley, Crabtree, Rathburn, and lets not forget Mr.Wooton) need to 
be slapped for being so damn good You have all helped make 
me a junkie and I think at the very least I deserve an apology. 

and I pray to god that you never stop writing тоге.....1 don’t think 
would know what to do, I don’t think I could make it again on the 
outside 


So yeah thanks for the freaking amazing storylines, keep em 
coming!!!! 


Sincerely, 


WRITE TO U 


WALKINGDEAD@FUNKOTRON.COM 


Karith Cashion 


So... I don’t suppose there’s any way I could talk you into 
trying THE ASTOUNDING WOLF-MAN or the new BRIT 
series, is there? Heh. 


Y'know, I wasn’t going to print this letter because it’s not 
really about THE WALKING DEAD... but y’know, you all 
really should be reading INVINCIBLE, THE ASTOUNDING 
WOLF-MAN and BRIT--that is, if you can stand superheroes 
at all. 


Yeah, I guess you probably do get tired of email after email telling 
you how great you are. It sure seems like a real love fest between 
you and your fans. I can’t even get my Mother to say nice things 
about me. 


I really don’t... please--keep it coming. 


If it makes you feel better, I don’t think you’re so hot. I mean, 
you're ok and all. І do dig The Walking Dead and a few of your 
other books on a monthly basis. Battle Pope was really a swell 
idea. Anyway, the point of my letter is to let you know that The 
Walking Dead has really been dragging as of late. Nothing has 
really been going on much at all. Something needs to happen. I 
don’t think I can take another issue of the gang just hanging out 
and looking cool. I mean, send them out exploring or something. 
Let them find a new town or a new group of people. The last 3 
or 4 issues have been pretty much just a big bundle of fluff. Your 
stories always seem to move a little slower than most comics, but 
enough is enough. I love the book, but it needs to start moving 
forward. 


Thanks for your time, 
Jeffrey Gibson 


Well, things ARE picking up, I hope, starting this issue. 
That said, I don’t think this book moves slower than most 
comics just because a super-villain isn’t busting through a 
wall every eight pages. While it might be lacking in action, 
this is a book about normal characters and I think the 
things that have been happening in the book have been 
important to the overall arc of the characters. That said, 
like I said before--things are picking up now. 


Hello. 


‘ve come to interrupt your regularly broadcasted sausage-fest 

о NOT talk about Michonne’s rape, racism, and how apparently 
being an atheist is wrong in a comic book about lost morals and 
dead people eating living people. I mean, seriously boys, stop 
whining! I want to first thank you for finally having Carol snap. 
While I have come to care about these characters probably a little 
bit more than is considered healthy, Carol needed to go. She was 
a loose cannon and nobody else was making any moves toward 
complete insanity, so kudos. Though I hardly need to congratulate 
you on writing awesome story arcs, it seems to be one of the 
hings you do best. I can’t really describe what it’s like, as a fan 
of your work, to be waiting in agony to see if a two dimensional 
apparition delivers a healthy baby, or survives a non-existent 

bite to the leg. I’m sure my boyfriend would be afraid for my own 
mental health if he wasn’t also completely roped т. 


am currently an illustration major who's trying to focus in 
sequential art and that who-ha, and while I’m not sure if 111 end 
up writing comics, storyboards, being a world renowned chef or 
joining the circus, it’s nice to have something to look at that gives 
me an air of confidence. I don’t get a lot of support for my own 
work at home, while my skill is not in question, I think I just scare 
my parents with the idea that I like drawing flesh eating zombies 


and silly, but often vulgar pictures. I’m not twisted, I don’t wear 
raccoon eye makeup and feign despair, I’m a happy chick, I just 
have a flare for the demented. Have you encountered this problem, 
or is it a lost daddy's little girl thing only? I don’t expect you to hold 
the answer as if you're Yoda himself, but hell, you'd have a better 
perspective than me at this point. I usually hate writing letters 

like this, essentially a fan letter, but from your responses to other 
letters, you seem like a stand up guy. 


Yeah, I’m totally awesome. And also yeah, I think it’s a girl 
thing. 


I guess the only other thing I wanted to say was I felt an air of Day 
of the Dead in issue 41, and that rules. Whether it was intended or 
not, it certainly wasn’t cheesy, as your work is consistently tasteful 
(given the genre). You’re going places, mister! The best of luck to 
you! 


Erin Leary 

Well, Day is my favorite Romero movie--and zombie movie, 
so yeah... can’t really help it if some things seep in. It 
wasn’t intentional. 

P.S. If you haven't seen Hot Fuzz, you should. 

Seen it, loved it, bought the DVD and will soon buy the 


bigger more expensive DVD for the extras because Тата 
sucker. 


Just read issue 41, NICE. Ever since I finished the issue, I’ve been 
thinking about the way the story unfolded. I finally decided to 

just go ahead and send in my question. As I witnessed Carol’s, in 
essence, downward spiral I immediately thought she was going to 
kill herself. When I finished the issue, I initially thought you had 
tipped your hand too much and almost gave away the fact that she 
was finally going all the way off the deep end. The foreshadowing 
of her settling up with Lori, arranging for her daughter’s care, and 
her last fuck all seemed to eagerly point to her preparing to die. 
As I reflected more though (My mind tends to wander at work) I 
recalled that I was still very tense as I saw her walking towards the 
captured zombie, and still shocked as she let the zombie bite her. 
The method was enough of a jolt to shake me from the comfort of 
knowing her death was coming. 


Now I’m stuck іп kind of a rut wondering if you had intended to 
lead us along realizing what she was planning to do; still being 
shocked and disgusted by the irrationality and bizarreness of the 
manner in which she chooses to commit suicide. On the other 
hand, as I mentioned before, it just might have been an instance 
of over-foreshadowing, intending us to merely feel that something 
just wasn’t right (of course you'll probably never admit to it :D 

). ГА be interested in understanding the process you were going 
through writing this series of events. 


Regardless, this book is my favorite of the books I’m currently 
reading. It’s one of the only things keeping me interested in an 
industry I feel has become stagnant with never ending, unevolving, 
cliched super hero books. 


So, until the “Zombie Season” on LOST, or Rick and the gang 
become stranded on a mystical island, keep up the awesome work, 


John 


Well, I wasn’t so much trying to telegraph that she was 
about to commit suicide as much as I was just showing 

her tying up the loose ends... I wanted people to see that 
something was not quite right with her (as it has been 

for some time) and I was actually trying to give a bit of a 
sense, with her talk with Lori, that things were getting back 
to normal between them (or close to it). If you did see it 
coming, I’m glad the method, at the very least, was a bit of 
a shock. 


Dear Mr “took my writing a letter to a comic virginity and never 
printed it” Kirkman, 


You bastard. God damn you. Why did you have to go and say that 
you listen to the Dirty Three. Truly one of the best bands on the 
planet. Now I cannot stay angry at you as you obviously have 
got great tastes and also I suppose because your writing is just so 
bloody good. 


Just came back from holidays and after picking up my standing 
order was nicely surprised to have issues #39 to #41 sitting there 
waiting for me to read. And boy they didn’t disappoint. 


In issue #40 where Rick turns back to Lori after just hacking 
Dales foot and goes “this world , this fucking world” and Lori still 
centered on the baby just looks at him and then looking happy 
says “think we should name her Judith” was absolutely brilliant. 


Such warmth and humour after such a brutal scene was pure gold. 


I see Rick is still on a bit of a power trip. Takes over from Alice 
(basically pushing her out of the way) and hacks Dales foot off 
and then in #41 decides he will kill the groups “pet zombie” His, I 
know what is best for everyone and I will do it attitude is starting 
to remind me of Shane. I still love the guy and know he’s been 
through a lot and has every one’s best interests at heart but hey 
they made a committee and he isn’t and doesn’t have to be the 
leader and solely responsible for everything. Maybe running on 
testosterone and stupidity as he says. Maybe the new baby will 
chill him out a bit. 


I think Dale is tripping that Andrea is looking to move on. Sure she 
said some things when he came to but not seriously. But you never 
know with you Kirkman, you sly devil. Let’s hope that Tyreese can 
keep it in his pants if she makes a play. 


A couple of letters (in issue #39 and #41) asked about using 
names more. You explained, quite logically, in #39 that would 
not be natural every time one person talked to another that they 
say their name. Excluding the now 5 young kids, there’s only 

13 (I think) main characters, 12 after that lovely ending to poor 
deluded Carol. Charlie’s facial details of the characters is so much 
better than it used to be and after 4 years of reading I find it 
surprising that you would need a name supplied as to know who 
the character is. But I only collect TWD and 2 other comics (Usagi 
and The Goon) so maybe if you get a lot more comics every month 
it is harder. Don’t know but just wanted to add my piece and ask 
not to be too over flooded with names. 


I’m with you, but I will be trying to drop names in where 
it is natural... maybe a bit more often than before. \ 
Hopefully it won’t be too noticeable. 


Any special plans when issue #50 done? The missus cooking you 
your favourite meal, taking you out for a bit of a pub crawl or 
anything like that? 


Just writing issue 51 and keeping the run going. 
Congrats on the new addition to the Kirkman clan and for breaking 
into the top 100 and thank you and all the team for such an 


enjoyable read every month. Hoping to see this in print. 


A fan for life 
Joel Boyes 


New addition? My son is a year and a half old now! Thanks 
though... but he’d be offended by being called “new.” 


Even if you don’t print this please respond. 


I just got the mailer today with WD issue #40. Love it. But I also 
received the Ultimate Spider-man 100 Project. 


It was a great compilation of artwork that did include some of 
Arthur’s work from Marvel zombies. I was a bit disappointed 
because I didn’t see any of Charlie’s work in there and to top it 

off there were several covers by the same artists. A few of them 
looked rushed as well. I have only come to one conclusion. You 
bastard... you worked poor Charlie to death and he wasn’t able to 
participate with this fantastic project by the hero initiative. I hope 
you sleep well on your pile of money. I’m bipolar so that being said, 
keep cranking them out ASAP. We can’t get enough. 


Later Cap’n Rob. 
Chris Deluna 


I think it’s as simple as Charlie just wasn’t asked. Charlie’s 
always doing side projects here and there and always 
asking me for more script--so trust me, I’m not working him 
too hard. 


Dear Kirkman, 


This is the first letter I ever wrote to a comic book letter page, 

But for this series I think it’s about time I do, Walking Dead is the 
best comic book I read in a long time it’s like watching a good tv 
drama you always want to know what will happen next. I also enjoy 
Invincible it would be cool if you do a Invincible and walking dead 
crossover just for the hell of it but that’s up to you. 


Sincerely, 
Mason Miller 


A crossover? I'm sorry--but there will NEVER be a crossover 
between The Walking Dead--and a superhero book. 


That is a very true statement, that the Roamers are slow as all 


hell, but when you аге thinking they аге not а threat, then you're 
deader than a door nail. Well, it wasn’t put exactly that way in 
your story, but these survivors need to always be aware of their 
surroundings. 


Great advice to watch the zombies patterns and how they move 
about. This is good leadership advice. I was completely shocked at 
Carol, she is truly crazy as all hell to confront that zombie. The bite 
out of her neck, left me gagging. 


Paul Dale Roberts 


Good... gagging is good. Glad to see I got a reaction from 
you. 


Robert, 


First off I just want to say congratulations for releasing consecutive 
issues of The Walking Dead in a two week span! When I saw 
Diamond had listed #41 for the following week after #40 was just 
released I believed it had to be a mistake and would be corrected 
the following Monday. But surprise, surprise, come Wednesday #41 
was pulled for me. Hopefully a steady monthly schedule isn't too 
far behind because, recently, my interest has waned in standard 
super hero fare and my pull-list has taken а hit as a result. I’ve only 
been reading comics for a few years and mature, character driven 
titles such as The Walking Dead, along with any comic written by Ed 
Brubaker, are all that are left to maintain my interest in the hobby. 


So after #41’s astonishing ending, where does The Walking Dead 
go from here? A lot of the loose ends have been tied up in the last 
two issues with only one noticeable new one being created. Glen 
and Maggie got married, 10115 baby was born apparently healthy, 
Dale survived the zombie bite, and Carol finally... 


Aside, the looming attack by the residents of Woodsbury and Dale’s 
fear of losing Andrea, any hints as to where were heading next? 


That looming attack was a big one... 


I can’t remember the last issue it was in but the character profile 
pages have been missing for quite some time! You said you 
removed them so they can be updated... Are they ever coming 
back? 


They’re very time consuming to put together and there’s 
a bunch of new characters to list and I haven’t had time. 
Eventually... I hope... but for now I just don’t have time. 


Боп“ disappoint me and end The Walking Dead anytime soon! I’m 
looking forward to a second omnibus shortly after the release of 
issue #48 and countless others after that. Also, there is only one 
way to do The Walking Dead series justice if it was ever to be made 
into a movie or television series; An HBO ongoing series! If done 
right that would be absolutely astounding. 


Keep up the amazing work, 
Mike Somma 


I don’t plan on ending this book any time remotely soon. 
So don’t worry. The second Omnibus will be released with 
summer 2008 or before Christmas 2008, it'll have 25-48. 
I'm still deciding on when it will be out--but it will be out. 


Hello again, Kirkman. Another week, another TWD... Let’s keep 
this pace up, okay?? I need more zombie goodness every week! 
Seriously though, thanks for pointing out that you're only 5 issues 
behind after 4 years. 


That's really not bad nowadays. I wouldn’t even notice if you didn’t 
mention it in the lettercol just about every month... ;-) 


Well, I don’t mention it as much as letter writers mention 

it. I’m not going to apologize for it any more, I think we’ve 
shipped more issues in our time than any other independent 
book in recent memory. 7 TPB volumes in 4 years is pretty 
damn good, I think. 


Another fine issue here. Carol is one messed up broad! I don’t 
think I ever realized quite how deranged she really is... I didn’t 
expect her to try to off herself again so soon, although I did think 
you telegraphed it a few pages earlier when she asked Lori if she’d 
take care of Sophia. I can’t believe Lori let her just walk away 

at that point... How could she not know something like this was 
coming? It doesn’t look like there’s any hope of saving her now, 
but 


I thought that with Dale too... I’m interested to see if you find a 
plausible way of saving Carol now. 


Keep in mind this isn’t normal every day life we're talking 
about. Every one of these characters expect to die at some 
point--the odds are against them. 


It’s not odd at all for Carol to ask Lori to take care of Sophia 
if she dies. People are dropping like flies around them. I 
don’t think Lori would give it a second thought. 


Sorry to hear about Ant-Man being cancelled... I didn’t even know 
it was ending until I read it in your letters page... That was a fun 
book. Sorry to see it go so soon... 


Eh... before it’s time, maybe? Who knows. Books come 

and до. If none of my series had ever ended I'd be writing 
fifty books right now or never would have been able to start 
something new (or I would have had to--gasp--quit a book). 


I’m glad to see you're finally putting your racial arguments to 
rest in the letters page and moving on to your extreme hatred of 
religion instead. 


HAH! 


Progress at its finest! Maybe the name of Letter Hacks should be 
changed to Kirkman’s Political Forum. :-) I agree with your view 
hough. Organized religion is all well and good, but none for me, 
hanks. 


So, issue 50 is going to be a major turning point, eh? Is this when 
he aliens finally come to wipe out the zombie menace? I’ve been 
ooking forward to that for far too long... 


No aliens in 50... maybe issue 75. 


Out of curiousity, how far in advance does Charlie draw the covers 
or TWD? 


Well, he drew the covers for 44-48 before he started issue 
43... so а bit. 


I noticed that Rick still has his stubble on this cover and on the 
cover for issue 42. Doesn’t Charlie know he’s drawing a clean- 
shaven Rick on the interiors?!? And speaking of Charlie, that 
reminds me - I have to go tell him to make me a zombie just like 
he did Jeff J! 


Jim Amato 


Well, the cover to 42 was drawn well in advance of the 
issue, usually 4 or maybe even 5 months before the issue is 
started. So they'll rarely be completely accurate. The job 
of a cover is to sell the book, though... not show you exactly 
what’s inside, per se. Hell, half the time I use the covers to 
deliberately LIE to readers so they won't see what's coming. 
I mean, you wouldn’t want a surprise given away on the 
cover--would you? 


I don't care if this makes it to letter hacks or not but I demand 
vindication! 


I recently purchased a handful of THE WALKING DEAD and it’s the 
best goddamn comic І уе read іп ages... kudos! However, upon 
closer inspection of issue 27 April 2006, the first 8 pages are friggin 
repeated so in reality I have 16 pages of the same story with 
absolutely no closure and to top it off I have 6 repeated pages of 
etter hacks! (that could be 6 more pages of this awesome storyline 
but what can ya do) maybe this is the rare find of the century, 
either way it does me no good its a crucial part of the story and I 
have no closure, I need closure. I will gladly send it back for a new 
copy or perhaps a nice TPB :) 


I believe the reader/writer relationship has been breached due to a 
aulty product and I expect at least confirmation that u have read 
and thought about my grievance. 


Thank you very much for your time and consideration 


If you send your copy of issue 27 to my brand spanking 
new Р.О. Box I'll gladly mail you a replacement copy. And 
that goes for ANYONE with any kind of book that has such a 
printing error. Just include a note telling me what’s what. 
What you've got here is a rare printing error that occurs 

all the time... it’s just one of those things in the printing 
business. 


Mr. Kirkman, 


I finally tracked down some early issues of Invincible and took 
your letter column suggestions to heart. 1) Keep the praise to a 
minimum, 2) number questions and keep them relevant for letter- 
column readers, and 3) sign а name. I wanted to ask if those 
suggestions still stand, and if there’s anything you would add. 


Don’t complain about that rape business or any perceived 
racial or religious bias... but that’s not a hard and fast rule. 


It seems like you've paced these last couple issues as a [relative] 
calm-before-the storm before all hell brakes loose with the revenge 
of the Woodburians (can't wait to see what happens there). I’ve 
enjoyed watching the characters develop and the small shockers 
like Dale getting bit in parallel with Lori’s birth, and Carol offering 
herself first to Billy and then to the pet-zombie... a despairingly 
narcissistic yet martyr-like sacrifice. And then I laughed, because 
Carol getting bit at the end of 41 was also a very Sally Field 
moment... “you DO like me”! 


Groan. 

A few questions: 

1) Where was Michonne in this issue? Talking to the voices again? 
Taking а nap? It’s a big prison. 


2) The cover to 40 lost me. What is Rick splattered with blood and 
mouth agape about? Dale? And what is that open gash on his 
nose from? Just his old scar? I wonder if that’s one problem with 
soliciting covers so far in advance... 


Well, that was the exact same moment after he cut off Dale’s 
leg--so the cover worked, it was one of the more literal 
covers. And yes, Rick still has the scar from his fight with 
Tyreese. 


3) The cover to 41, however, was brilliant, because whenever it 
was solicited months ago I wondered... aw snap does Lori die in 
childbirth and become a zombie!?! But it’s not Lori, it’s zombie 
Barbie. I think you’ve done that sort of teaser with a lot of the 
covers and it’s great. 27 is my favorite (the zombie reflections 

in the riot gear helmet), but it was too much to buy over at 
splashpageart.com and you know... doesn’t look good in the living 
room with the Rodin theme and all. 


Thanks? And... you should have bought that cover. 


4) Where can I find me a SUPA CRIB like Glenn and Maggie? I 
need more Walking Dead merchandise. 


Available at Wal-Marts everywhere. 


Thanks for the ever-great reads, 
-Brian Hans 


Thanks for the letter. 


Back a few months ago when issue 34 came out, and I got to the 
double page spread of the prison overrun with zombies, I actually 
said out loud while reading the book, “Holy shit!” 


And at the time I thought to myself, “That’s a damn good comic 
right there.” I mean, you expect people to do that kind of thing 
on occasion in the movies or to a TV show. You're hearing the 
characters on the screen speak to you, so it’s only natural that 
when something shocking happens you would have some sort of 
oral outburst. But that a comic, words and pictures on a page, 
could elicit a verbal response from me while I’m reading is a 
testament to its powerful storytelling. 


And with issue 41, you did it again. 

I reached the final few pages, with Carol talking to the zombie, and 
I was thinking to myself, “wow, she is all kinds of messed up, isn’t 
she?” and then I turned the page. And I exclaimed “oh what the 
fuck?!” 


So there’s a kudo for you: “Walking Dead: making more readers 
swear out loud than any other comic currently published!” 


I look forward to the next foul-language-inducing issue. 
Steve Higgins 


I hope to be able to pull this off again at some point in the 
future. Ме"! see. 


Hey, Kirkman, thanks for printing my other letter a few issues back 
about ish 35. 


І have a new and serious question for you, which I’m surprised по 
one has brought up yet. 


Rick lost his right hand. Adlard keeps drawing him with his gun still 
slung on his right hip. How is a man supposed to draw and fire his 
sidearm without his hand? 


True he could ‘reach around’, (insert your own prison joke) but this 
would be time consuming and deadly if needed his gun in a hurry. 


Logically, he shoud wear his sidearm in a cross draw rig, or should 
switch it to his left side so he can draw it with his left hand. Or at 
the very least, turn the holster around so that the butt is out for 
his left hand to grab onto. maybe there is a shoulder holster in the 
armory. 


Thanks for doing a super job. 
Jerry Dickson. 


Well, I don’t know that there’s a lot of quick draw action 
going on with Rick. I mean, right now, in the prison at 
least, there’s not zombies jumping out from around corners- 
-he knows when he might need to use a gun--so he can 
have it drawn in advance. Also, it slows things down a 
second or two, but really, reaching over to your other side 
isn’t that hard. 


True, the gun is backwards that way, but it would be 
backwards if he just spun the belt around to the other side 
too--and there’s not a ton of gun belts lying around right 
now--so--he’s kind of stuck with it right now. 


Hello, Sir! 


It is extremely exciting that you actually read through these fan 
letters and reply to them yourselves. Hell, I typically read what 
you write to people and decide based on that if I want to read 
what other people wrote. Let me get the kissing up out of the way 
because, sir, this comic/graphic novel/story is AMAZING! I love 

it. I ат actually not even a comic геадег...1 have a strong interest 
in comic art and have collected a few comic #1 issues when that 
was all the craze (right when Spawn came out). Not to mention 
whole series of comic cards like Marvel's first three sets and it’s 
Masterpiece series. But, I was much younger then and that was 
many years ago. So, last week I strolled into a comic book store 
with an avid reader of comics and saw your book. Being a huge 
fan of the zombie genre, I’ve heard people throw the name “The 
Walking Dead” around and knew I had to give it a read...well, I’m 
glad I did and it’s almost sad that I have now caught up to your 
four long years of work. I even have the hardcovers coming in 
soon (book three - preordered). 


Book three will be out soon. 


Tony Moore’s artwork from the beginning was amazing and since 

I got a late start in the series and was reading #6 and #7 back to 
back it was almost hard for me to accept the way Mr. Adlard was 
drawing the characters (especially Rick/Lori). But, I can definitely 
say that I love everything he has done and his art has been the 
perfect compliment to your amazing writing and story-telling skills. 
That Mr. Rathburn guy...he’s not too shabby either. 


Well, he’s a little shabby... but only on weekends. 


Mr. Rathburn is actually a huge part of why I’m writing to guys 

you know, besides the fact that you guys and “The Walking Dead” 
are completely awesome). I love Rathburn’s back cover art. His 
zombies are very fun to look over and intriguing at the same time. 
I tried to Google somewhere I could buy posters featuring his 
zombie artwork, but...no luck. I am definitely going to go out and 
pick up the poster you've been advertising in the book, but what 
about a giant, wide print featuring all those zombies Mr. Rathburn’s 
been gracing us with on the back cover. Due to my late start, 

I know I've missed quite a few, but hopefully a full sized poster 
would fix that nicely. Hmmm...is it sick that I want to hang a 
poster of rotting corpses on my wall? 


Not sick at all--I'll definitely think about it. 


Mr. Kirkman, sir, thank you for your time reading this. What 
happened to your site, www.robertkirkman.com that funkotron 
points to? Also, I do dabble in some webdesign/graphic stuff... 
Maybe I can throw up an unofficial (or official?) fan page for you 
guys. I’m not so sure why I don’t see many out there. Maybe they 
get lost in the Google searches. I just hope it’d be ok to use the 
images/covers for the page. 


My site will actually be going live before the end of the year 
for sure... maybe much, much sooner! 


Thanks again -- I don’t write many fan letters (or any?) and I 
definitely have not written to a comic before! Hoping and anxious 
to hear a response. 


Respectfully, 
Chris Kuntz 


You should write more often. 


Hey, Kirkman, I know I just sent you email yesterday about Rick’s 
hand / handgun, but I forgot to add another observation. 


First off, good fake out on the front cover of 41. I thought for sure 
that the Zombie was supposed to be Rick’s wife, and that she died 
of complications after the birth...the zombie does look like her, 
same type of clothes, and hair.... 


Not to critique too much, but on the back of the issue...the page 
that says “Next issue The time has come” whoops.... Dale has 
his LEG BACK and is standing. Obviously this was drawn in advance 
of the writing. 


(Also, I know it is because she is in the foreground, but it looks like 
Andrea is grabbing Hershel’s groin...especially cause the look and 
his face!!) 


Sorry to pick out the small stuff...just trying to keep it real. You 
guys are great...keep up the good work. 


Jerry Dickson. 


That cover was done in advance of the issue, and more 
importantly it was SEEN by the public before the issue 
where Dale lost his leg came out. So to people who saw that 
cover--things would be spoiled if he had a peg leg or was on 
crutches or whatever. So yeah, he’s got a full leg there-- 
but it’s not a mistake, it’s that way so we don’t give things 
away. Also, there are TPB readers who see the covers to the 
singles issues months before they read the TPBs, so I try to 
keep the covers as spoiler free as possible. It’s all part of 
the plan. 


Dear Mr. Kirkman, 


I've read all of TWD and it is one of the best ongoing series being 
published today in any medium. 


The narrative turns that this book has taken (especially during the 
Safe Behind Bars arc and the Woodbury excursion) have been gut 
wrenchingly marvelous. I had to literally put the book down during 
the rape scene because I needed a break from the horror that had 
filled me. 


As much as I love your book I have two comments (rather than 
criticisms). 


1) Even though I love the realistic black/white artwork of Adlard 
(so much so that I have--hanging in my apartment--an original 
page of Charlie’s from TWD) lately I’ve been having a hard time 
keeping track of the growing cast of characters. Everyone, and I’m 
sorry for even thinking this...and if you totally disagree, please, say 
so and help me see it your way...everyone seems to look more and 
more similar. Sometimes I read a page and I think to myself, “Who 
is that?” 


I understand that we’re not dealing with iconic supermen and 
women...these are regular people...and I can’t praise TWD 

team enough for depicting everyday people in your comic 

with verisimilitude...and I would totally be okay with it if you 
responded, “Charlie and I decided that in order to comment on 

the facelessness of the zombies we would slowly breakdown 
distinctions between the ‘human’ cast.” But, seriously I don’t think 
that’s the case at all. Is it me? I know you're not the voice of the 
readership but am I the only one having this problem? Do you 
even think it’s a problem? 


Is it a problem for SOME people? Yeah... but you know 
what, there’s really not a lot that can be done at this point. 
The characters DO look very different--VERY different. If I 
lined up headshots of all the characters you would see that 
they are very unique looking people and easy to tell apart... 
but sometimes, in the context of the story, I guess it can 
get a little confusing. All I can say is that the number of 
characters in the book will be getting cut back a bit over the 
next few months--maybe it won’t be a problem then. 


Here is my second comment: 


2) There was a point earlier in the book when Rick had a talk with 
the guy on the farm about the zombies. It was a beautiful moment 
in the book. Perhaps the grandest when, for the first time, we, as 
readers, saw that people--within the world of TWD, did not all see 
the zombies in the same way. I think the man said something like, 
“They’re not monsters. That is my son in there!” It was such a 
powerful moment that I smiled uncontrollably and I knew--at that 
very moment--that your world...our world, since every month you 
share it with me--had blossomed. 


I miss those moments. Let me tell you why. 


Lately your writing has focused on moments of characterization 
(perhaps to head off my first comment at the pass). These one 
page voyerisms haven't really been working for me. I use the 
word “voyerisms” because they often depict either two people 
isolated somewhere in the prison or, if these depicted moments 


occur in public they’re spoken in (what I imagine are) hushed 
tones. I think the reason that I haven't really been feeling them 

is because they’re too short. The overarching narrative to the 
book is plodding and methodical--much like the biters and roamers 
themselves--but the brevity of the short vignettes is too much of 
contrast, I think. 


The effect the conversation Rick had on the farm has yet to be 
duplicated in such a packed and concise way. (except maybe 
when one of the arcs finished with the twist reading of your title.) 
Instead, you and your team have duplicated the effect in more a 
sustained manner (namely the group moving into the prison and 
the discovery and escape from 


Woodbury) and that is, perhaps, even more impressive. But, 

I can’t help but miss those moments of thoughtfulness at the 
Otherness that your book has seemed to pass up lately in order so 
that the characters can become more familiar to us. 


I guess what I’m still trying to gauge is, what is at the core of your 
book? I read it as a realistic metaphor not realism with touches of 
metaphor. How do you, and the other members of the team, view 
your book? 


Yours truly, 
Steffan DelPiano 


Well, uh... I view it as a continuing tale of human suffering. 
There will be short scenes and long scenes. Things will 
speed up and slow down, but in the end it will be a chronicle 
of years of suffering endured by a group of (hopefully) 
realistic characters who have grown and changed over time. 
That’s the plan at least. There will be more scenes like the 
one you mentioned, I promise. There’s a lot of life left in 
this book, yet. 


You Sexy Bastards- 

I just had to tell you that your level of awesomeness went way 
up when you mentioned Passions in your last letter hacks. I 
urned that show on one day in college, my roomie and I were 
ike “midgets, hell fires in the closet, witches and blind preists- its 
gotta be good.” It’s pretty much how I felt about your comic when 
I saw it. Goodness. 


My boyfriend got the bite training for his second tour in Iraq and 
passed away this summer. He could only take with him what fit in 
his footlocker and I thought you guys might like to know several 
of your comics were in it. They got passed around the base. You 
remain a hit both among the living and dead. In your line of work 
hat has to be the highest form of flattery. 


Thanks a lot! I love all your comics. Especially the Pope kicking ass 
and taking names. 
Brandy 


Brandy, I'm a little dumfounded here... I gotta say. I’m 
glad you liked Passions and I don’t know about you--but 

I was sorry to see it cancelled. Now, are you also telling 
me that your boyfriend died in Iraq and was buried with 
The Walking Dead? Or are you saying “passed away” has 
another meaning and he’s not dead--just enjoying the book 
and passing it around the military base. 


I don’t know... I'm a bit confused. Seems a very casual way 
to mention a dead boyfriend. If һе did die, I’m very sorry 
for your loss... if he didn’t die... man, you sure do lead me to 
believe he did. I just don’t know what to say other than... 


Glad you liked Battle Pope! 


And there you go--another end to another letters column. 
I hope to see you all back here next month. 
See you then! 


-Robert Kirkman 
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